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LIBERAL–NATIONAL GOVERNMENT CABINET 

Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr M.W. Sutherland) informed the Assembly that he was in receipt within the prescribed 
time of a letter from the Leader of the Opposition seeking to debate a matter of public interest. 

[In compliance with standing orders, at least five members rose in their places.] 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [2.55 pm]: I move — 

That this house condemns the Liberal–National government due to its dysfunctional cabinet, including: 
the breakdown of trust between the Premier and the Minister for Transport; the Minister for Transport 
being barred from a cabinet meeting by the Premier; and the failure to coordinate the management of 
the Perth Children’s Hospital project between the Treasurer and the Minister for Health. 

It is no understatement to say that the government of Western Australia is in crisis. Day in, day out and week in, 
week out we see failures of public policy and conflict between ministers and parties within the government 
arrangements at war with one another. We see it week in, week out and we have issue after issue to raise in this 
Parliament. We raise these issues of good governance and competent and responsible government in 
Western Australia. This week is a doozy. Certain issues have arisen over the last week, including lead in the 
water at the new children’s hospital, which we have raised. In question time we saw the Leader of the 
National Party boasting about spruiking dodgy property deals in the Pilbara. Then we have the issues relating to 
the breakdown of the Westminster-style government in Western Australia and the breakdown of the relationship 
between the Premier and the Minister for Transport. The relationship between the Premier and his ministers is 
important but the Minister for Transport; Agriculture and Food has control, perhaps in this day and age, of the 
biggest capital works budget within the government. He has control of the agriculture portfolio, one of the 
biggest economic portfolios in Western Australia, a portfolio that the government spruiks is meant to create 
many jobs and opportunities for Western Australia. We have a massive breakdown between the Premier and the 
Minister for Transport and their relationship and capacity to work together as colleagues within government. It is 
extraordinary that this has come to pass. It is affecting good government in Western Australia. I will go into how 
it is affecting good government shortly. 

Before Parliament rose the week before last, the Premier was away. We asked the Minister for Transport about 
these things and he said to us, and he said publicly, that he was not able to arrange a meeting with the Premier to 
discuss issues for weeks. He had been trying to see the Premier for two or three weeks and he could not see him. 
Yet we know that within the transport portfolio, some of the most controversial issues are going on in 
Western Australia, including the Perth Freight Link and Roe 8. The minister cannot get to see the Premier to 
discuss those issues. Clearly, we knew that there was an issue. We know it involves billions of dollars. On that 
last day of sitting, we found out that Liberal Party-aligned business people had been conducting polling. The 
issue started to erupt in the Parliament on the day the Premier was away. The following day, Friday week ago, 
we suddenly saw the Premier haul in the Minister for Transport.  What was the Premier’s comment on that 
polling conducted by John Poynton, Liberal-aligned businessperson in Western Australia? 

Mr C.J. Barnett: And? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: And a bunch of others. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Who were they? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: They were Liberal-aligned businesspeople, as the press says. Big donors to the Liberal Party. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Let the Leader of the Opposition talk. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Premier described it as a silent coup. Firstly, it was not silent and, secondly, it was not 
a coup. Be that as it may, he described it as a silent coup. In the Pilbara, he described it as an act of disloyalty to 
him as Premier. Then he said that the Minister for Transport needed to regain his trust. Then he invoked the 
director general of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet and the Public Sector Commissioner, and today he 
indicated that external agencies, state or federal, might wish to inquire into this matter. The Minister for Transport 
is at the heart of this matter. He is at the heart of these issues. A week ago last Friday, the Premier said that he 
had discussed the issues in detail with his Minister for Transport, and that he had no further comment. The 
Premier of this state, having invoked all that language and those agencies, has a duty to this Parliament and the 
people of Western Australia, if it is an issue of such significance, invoking, as he did, the probity of the 
government of Western Australia. 
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Mr C.J. Barnett: I didn’t do that. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes, you did. 

The Premier said that these people were trying to remove him, and were trying to influence government 
decision-making. If he invokes all these things, he has a duty to explain to this Parliament the breakdown in trust 
between him and his transport minister. He has a duty to explain exactly what has gone on here and why he was 
refusing to meet with the Minister for Transport for some weeks. These are important issues of government in 
Western Australia—the trust between the Premier and his minister. Why could the minister not get a meeting 
with the Premier, and why, consequent to all of these issues, did the Premier then ban the minister from 
attending a cabinet meeting? 

Banning a minister from attending a cabinet meeting is unprecedented. The Minister for Transport; Agriculture 
and Food is banned from going to a cabinet meeting in a regional community in which significant agriculture 
and transport issues are on the agenda, as we learnt today from the ill-timed question answered by the 
Minister for Regional Development. The Minister for Transport; Agriculture and Food was banned from 
attending that meeting. If ministers are not able to attend cabinet meetings, that indicates a breakdown in 
government in Western Australia. Then, what is more, the minister, with his cap on, does a tour de force around 
the cafes of Applecross, with the press in tow. Not only is it a breakdown in cabinet government, it makes 
Western Australia into a laughing stock when cabinet ministers are banned from attending cabinet meetings. It 
also calls into question the truthfulness of the explanation of these issues. 

If it is an issue of such great probity, in which there was nearly a silent coup, as the Premier put it, and a great act 
of disloyalty, why are there so many stories inside the government? Why has the member for Morley been today 
contradicting the version of events given by the Treasurer of Western Australia? Why is the member for Morley 
out there saying that the Treasurer of Western Australia asked him about this poll? Why did the member for 
Morley, and, as it appears now, the Treasurer, know about these issues but not inform the public truthfully about 
them? The member for Morley has indicated that the Treasurer asked him about these polling figures, and it 
appears that the Treasurer has now misled the public of Western Australia about his knowledge of these issues. 
We have a dysfunctional, dishonest, crisis-ridden government in Western Australia. These issues continue to 
come to public attention on a daily basis. 

These are the exact issues that the Premier needs to answer. Why does the Minister for Transport need to regain 
his trust? Is it because the Premier does not believe the version of events given by the Minister for Transport and 
did not sack the minister because he just did not want the trouble involved? He just did not want the instability 
and the trouble involved. He probably does not have any faith in anyone else stepping up to fill those positions. 
Is it the case—I think it is, because the member for Morley has revealed it—that ministers in the government did 
not tell the truth about their knowledge of this private polling and misled the public about these issues? The 
member for Morley indicated that today. Why can senior ministers inside the government not get a meeting with 
the Premier of Western Australia? Is it going to be standard practice — 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Oh God! I look forward to the Deputy Premier’s speech. I am sure it will be enlightening. 

Why is it, and will it be common practice in the future, that ministers are sin-binned and not permitted to attend 
cabinet meetings? All those things deserve proper explanations, and I will tell the house why it is important. The 
Premier might think the government is a laughing matter and he might think that the shenanigans he gets up to 
are normal. They are not normal; this is not normal government. It is not normal government to have one party 
within the government with a completely different policy prescription that frightens international investment in 
Western Australia. Major corporations describe it as the greatest global threat to the iron ore industry. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Pilbara and Minister for Emergency Services, I want to hear the Leader of the 
Opposition. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It is not normal government to have these sorts of shenanigans and the shenanigans in 
relation to the Minister for Transport I just outlined going on. This is important because today Western Australia 
has an unemployment rate higher than that of Tasmania. We have lost the AAA credit rating. We have the worst 
debt and deficit on record. We have seen CommSec place Western Australia in seventh place of the eight states 
and territories for the condition of its economy nationally. We have a methamphetamine crisis on our hands and 
a ramping crisis in our hospitals. That is just the tip of the iceberg of the management of Western Australia by 
this government over the course of the last eight years. Now we have a complete and utter breakdown of trust 
between ministers in the government, between the Premier and his ministers, and between the parties within the 
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government. How can we expect good, competent and responsible government when these factors, arrangements 
and relationships are going on within the cabinet of Western Australia? 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.09 pm]: There can be no better display 
of the dysfunctionality of this government than the woeful handling of the issues surrounding the new 
Perth Children’s Hospital. One would have thought that, after the disasters of Fiona Stanley Hospital, this 
government, of all governments, might have worked out how not to build a hospital. However, once again we 
see this government limping from crisis to crisis as it struggles to maintain any sort of control, functionality or 
management of the construction of the new children’s hospital. Earlier today we heard the minister admit that the 
government had known since early August about the latest fiasco at the new Perth Children’s Hospital. It has 
known about the lead problems in this hospital since early August. One would have thought that any government 
worth its salt, any government that wanted to be open and transparent in its conduct, would have a proactive 
communications policy or program for keeping the public informed, but the Minister for Health said that this 
matter was not in the public interest because, as his rather hysterical friend to his right said, this is apparently 
a construction site, not a hospital. This comes despite the plethora of media releases trailing along — 

Mr F.A. Alban interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Swan Hills, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr R.H. COOK: Despite the parade of journalists and ongoing displays of bureaucrats from the 
Department of Health moving into the hospital and working at the hospital, the government insists that this is not 
a hospital. It is apparently the best children’s hospital in the world, but it is not a hospital. For the purposes of 
yesterday’s little crisis management exercise, it is supposed to be a construction site. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: Have you been there? 

Mr R.H. COOK: Treasurer, I have been there so many times, camping outside that hospital, talking to the 
media about how badly you have managed it. You are so incompetent and useless — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Treasurer, I call you to order for the first time. That is it; one speaker at a time! 

Mr R.H. COOK: Treasurer, you are so incompetent and useless, the media is coming to us for information 
about that hospital because it knows the government is conducting itself under a veil of secrecy. When we have 
incompetence on this scale, writ so large on the public landscape, it is a matter of public interest. This 
government has an obligation to start being honest with the WA public about what is going wrong at that 
hospital. The government’s secrecy has made discovering what is going wrong at that hospital 
a mass-participation sport in this state. It is never the government that brings information to the public’s 
attention; it is whistleblowers from inside the department, it is companies that are sick and tired of the major 
contractor, and it is people who understand that there are some serious repercussions from what is going on at 
that hospital. 

Let us look at the journey this government has taken us on in relation to this hospital—the tortuous journey of 
mismanagement. First of all, in March we had the revelation that about half a kilometre of water pipes already in 
situ in the ceiling of the hospital had to be replaced. I wonder, for a moment, if the repairs done to those pipes 
resulted in the lead contamination in the water. That is not all; there were also the 900 doors that were not 
constructed to Australian fire standards but to some other standard that only the Treasurer and his magicians at 
Strategic Projects and Asset Sales understand. Those 900 doors at the hospital had to be retrofitted, at great 
expense. Then there were the internal windows that were incorrectly installed; they, too, had to be replaced. We 
also had the ongoing conflict between the subcontractors and the contractor that forced the government to 
intervene, after threats by the subcontractors to actually walk off the site, which would have resulted in the entire 
project grinding to a halt. This is all because of the Treasurer’s mismanagement and the incompetent relationship 
he has with the bloke on his left. We also had the spectacle of the 3 000 green panels that had to be replaced after 
the government initially tried to quickly spray-paint them to cover up the fact that they were not properly 
manufactured. Then, of course, we had the issues surrounding a government that is trying to construct 
a children’s hospital, for the accommodation of sick children, with asbestos present in the building. That was one 
of the most extraordinary revelations and extraordinary displays of incompetence in infrastructure development 
that we have seen in this state. 

How did we find out about these things? Was it because of good management? Was it because of proactive 
management of the issues that came along? No, it was because of whistleblowers. It was because people who 
were concerned about public safety brought these matters to light. We know where the government stands when 
it comes to public safety and public health. It just shuts its eyes and hopes that no-one finds out about it. But 
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ultimately, the Tweedle brothers here will have to come forward and admit their errors—not because they are 
bringing any truth to these matters, but because they are being found out, time and again, despite trying to keep 
this information away from the public. Time and time again they are being caught out, and time and time again 
the hapless Minister for Health has to come into this house, downcast, and say, “Yes, these are issues that I wish 
I didn’t have to face, but I do.” The Minister for Health is not the only one who does not want to have the 
health portfolio; I think the entire Western Australian community now knows that he should not have the 
health portfolio. 

To add insult to injury, to rub salt into the wound, while all this is going on with delays to what is supposed to be 
a brand-new children’s hospital, the government is paying half a million dollars a month to run a car park 
without cars. Remember the hospital without patients for which the state was on the hook to the tune of more 
than $100 million as a result of this government’s last privatisation disaster? Well, here we have privatisation 
mark II—a car park without cars for which we are paying a private operator half a million dollars a month to do 
nothing except sit around and celebrate the incompetence of the government that drew up the contract with it. 
The Tweedle brothers must be so proud of this project. Each day they must bump into each other in cabinet and 
ask, “What’s this week’s crisis?” or “What else can possibly go wrong?” Yet they will find it, they will try to 
hide it from the public and we will once again rely upon the public to bring it to everyone’s attention. 
We know that public safety is in the public interest. We know that when we have a government that is 
mismanaging an infrastructure project on such a large scale and with such massive incompetence, it is in the 
public interest to bring it to the attention of the public. The Minister for Health has an obligation to actually be 
honest with the Western Australia public and to pull away the veil of secrecy surrounding the hospital project. 
That way he would not have to stay awake at night, as he did all through August, wondering, “I wonder if they’ll 
find out about the lead in the water?” During the months in the lead-up to this asbestos scandal, he would lay 
there, wondering, “I wonder if people will find out about the asbestos in this building?” What other secrets is the 
minister hiding? What will we come across next that is going wrong with this hospital? If the minister is so 
confident about where he is now in resolving these issues, why will he not give us an actual date for opening the 
hospital? All we ask is for the minister to come forward and say, “We promise to open this hospital on this date 
because we have matters under control.” It is clear that the minister does not have matters under control and that 
this is a runaway train of crisis after crisis. The bloke on the minister’s right keeps on handing him a hospital 
pass, week after week, through the complete mismanagement and dysfunction of this hospital project. 
This government could do one thing to make this better: it could be honest. It could come forward and be honest 
for a change, and tell the truth. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Swan Hills! Premier!  
Mr R.H. COOK: Mr Speaker, there has been crisis after crisis at this hospital. The Western Australian public is 
asking, “What could possibly go wrong next?” Yet, under this lot, we know that plenty can go wrong and will go 
wrong. We know that we cannot rely on this mob to tell us about it, but the information will come out, and, once 
again, the WA public will see what a dysfunctional, useless and incompetent mob the government is and that it 
cannot even deliver something like a hospital. 
MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [3.20 pm]: What is really interesting about this 
matter of public interest, looking at the first dot point, is that I would like to reinforce to members that I am still 
the Minister for Transport and I am still the Minister for Agriculture and Food. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr D.C. NALDER: If there was a breakdown of trust, I can assure members that I would not be sitting in this 
position today. There is a lot to do in this role, and we will not be distracted by the noise and nonsense coming 
from the other side of the chamber. Hon Ken Travers, probably the smartest and hardest working person in the 
opposition, said to me — 
Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn! 
Mr D.C. NALDER: He said to me privately when I first became minister that he felt really sorry for me because 
of the workload and the commitments the government had to deliver, and he wished me all the very best. I am 
going to reinforce now why the Premier has confidence in me, particularly as Minister for Transport, and what 
has been delivered. 
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Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members for Cockburn and Mandurah! We have had a reasonable debate. 
Mr D.C. NALDER: Let me just start at the transport plan. If members look at the transport plan delivered by the 
government for the people of Western Australia, they will see an independently researched—two years’ worth of 
research—plan that looks at all modes of transport. The opposition has something that has not even been 
developed by a transport planner that focusses just on train lines; there is nothing in there for roads. What is the 
opposition’s plan for our road network in Western Australia? There is absolutely nothing! 
A couple of weeks ago, I had the pleasure of being out with the member for Morley to look at the Malaga 
interchange. I assume that the member for West Swan is very happy about this. The number-three blackspot in 
Western Australia—in 2015, there were 312 crashes—has been removed. The member for Carine, who is not 
here today as he is unwell, drove and fully supported the dualling of Reid Highway all the way to Marmion. For 
the members for Ocean Reef and Butler I will mention the extension of Mitchell Freeway through to 
Hester Avenue that is nearly a year ahead of time. The member for West Swan would love the dualling on 
Gnangara Road that this government has delivered. The member for Swan Hills and I have talked often about the 
NorthLink project and how it opens up the industrial precincts to the north that will allow employment 
opportunities for people in Ellenbrook, along with the rapid bus transport solution that we are developing down 
Lord Street. 

When we go further out, in the member for Collie–Preston’s electorate, this government has delivered a much 
safer road on Coalfields Highway. In 2009 or 2010, Hon Ken Travers actually admitted that the Labor 
government had dropped the ball on safety on the Coalfields Highway. The Vasse–Newtown bypass has been 
delivered in the member for Vasse’s electorate, as has the Augusta Boat Harbour and the Margaret River bypass 
in the member for Warren–Blackwood’s electorate. In the member for Albany’s electorate, eight overtaking 
lanes have been built on Albany Highway—he is out of the house at the moment. The member for Kalgoorlie 
would love the 15 overtaking lanes that are happening on Great Eastern Highway. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members for Collie–Preston and Girrawheen! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: In the member for Eyre’s electorate, the port access road at Esperance that used to be 
blocked because of the trains heading to the port has been made safer. In the member for Southern River’s 
electorate, the Nicholson Road level crossing will start in the next two months. The member for Midland would 
love the Lloyd Street level crossing that has been delivered to provide safer access to the hospital in her 
electorate. The members for Cockburn and Jandakot have the new Aubin Grove train station under construction. 
The member for Butler has the train line extension to Butler train station that was delivered ahead of time and 
under budget. The member for Perth has had a world-class busport delivered in her electorate. The member for 
Forrestfield has the Forrestfield–Airport Link; and the Berkshire Road intersection, where there was an accident 
every 10 days, has been sorted. The member for Belmont has the Gateway project and—we were just talking 
about it—the Forrestfield–Airport Link. 

I am getting a hard time from the member for Dawesville, and I have to mention the new Mandurah bridge. I am 
sure the member for Mandurah loves the new Mandurah bridge that is being developed—it is a great project. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Sorry, how could I forget the East Coolup Bridge in the member for Murray–Wellington’s 
electorate and the safety bypass across the river where extra works have made sure there is safe fire access? In 
addition, we have seen the widening of the Kwinana and Mitchell Freeways; work on the North West Coastal 
Highway; and work being done right now on the South Coast Highway out to Cheyne Beach Road—which the 
member for Albany would love. 

Mr P.B. Watson: There’s nothing happening! I was out there the other day. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Yes, there is; I have seen the works myself. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, you just do not listen. I call you to order for the second time. 
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Mr D.C. NALDER: In addition, we have seen a 30 per cent increase in the bus fleet. We have seen a 30 per cent 
increase in the rail fleet. We have seen nearly half a billion dollars spent on new buses and an increase in that 
fleet. We have seen a quarter of a billion dollars spent to increase the rail fleet. 

Mr M.P. Murray: You can’t get out of Collie unless you’ve got a pushbike! 

The SPEAKER: You will be able to get out of here without a pushbike—so, relax. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I just heard the member for Collie–Preston. I had an approach and I sat down with the 
member for Collie–Preston and made sure that we made the streets of Collie safer. We saw a reduction of the 
speed limit through the centre of town, so they would have a safer environment. I have also met with the member 
for Collie–Preston about the noise on Forrest Highway. The seals have been sorted on those roads to make it 
quieter for those residents. 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston, I have been very lenient with you. Just give it a break now, okay. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I am reinforcing why all Western Australians can have confidence in this government and 
what it has been doing in the transport space. We have been delivering not only great transport infrastructure, but 
also great plans for the future for Western Australia. I have often talked about this; it is not just about delivering 
better infrastructure—better roads and public transport—it is also about delivering smarter roads and public 
transport. We have seen the advantages of traffic light sequencing. In our third year, we are expanding that to 
400 sets of lights. We have seen travel time improvements of upwards of 25 per cent across some sections. We 
are seeing just under a 10 per cent increase in flow on our freeways and Roe and Reid Highways because of 
investment in a different way of merging. We have long been regarded as the worst in Australia for merging 
activity and I would like to think that we have gone some way to improving that when we see improved travel 
speeds on our freeways. We are also making our road network environment safer by looking at pedestrian 
countdown times and trialling those in the central business district. We have continued to expand that.  
We have also seen the “all lanes’ running down Graham Farmer Freeway. I remember listening to radio 
commentators saying it was going to be the end of Graham Farmer Freeway. 
Mr J.M. Francis: The sky was going to fall in! 
Mr D.C. NALDER: It was going to be the end of the world! We are now seeing upwards of 115 000 cars a day 
on Graham Farmer Freeway, and I do not reckon anybody would want it to go back to two lanes. 
We are investing in not only our roads, but also in smarter technology for our public transport. We are making 
sure that public transport is seen as the smart choice for travellers, particularly travelling into the CBD. The 
development of the City Busport is a great example of why we should have confidence that we are making this 
a far better experience for everybody who catches public transport. We are seeing GPS technology right through 
all bus networks within the metropolitan area. New phone apps will be out very shortly that will allow people to 
understand exactly where their public transport is and make it more convenient. We are looking at dynamic stand 
management, so that we can have greater capacity and efficiency at our bus stops.  
As I said, we are also making our public transport a safer experience; the closed-circuit television network has 
continued to be expanded so that people can feel safe at our train stations and on our trains and buses. We have 
been committed to not only public transport and roads, but also our cycling infrastructure. Every time we 
undertake a major piece of road infrastructure we also complete cycling infrastructure. Since 2008, 
$133 million has been invested into cycling. There are now 272 kilometres of off-road shared paths, as well as 
75 kilometres of on-road bike lanes. Not only that, we have been working with local governments on making 
safer streets in our local communities. The opposition wants to know why the Premier has confidence in me as 
transport minister and why the people of Western Australia have confidence in this government in transport: 
these are the very reasons. We are delivering more.  
Agriculture is an exciting portfolio. Being a boy from the farm, I am excited about the opportunities that exist for 
agriculture in Western Australia. To name a few, in my few months we have got on with the potato marketing 
deregulation —  
Several members interjected. 
Mr D.C. NALDER: We have not just talked about it; it has gone through this house and it is in the upper house. 
Mr J. Norberger: It passed today!  
Mr D.C. NALDER: It passed today in the upper house; we got on and did it! 
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We have seen the development of the new Bravo apple. For anybody who has not tried that apple yet, we have 
something special here. As a government we will make sure we do not go down the same path as the Pink Lady 
and just give away our intellectual property. This is something for Western Australia; it is a great product and we 
are going to make sure that we leverage it effectively.  
We have seen an increase in biosecurity funding, despite the criticisms from the shadow minister opposite. 
Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 
Mr D.C. NALDER: We know there is a growth opportunity in the sector, and we are working through the role 
that government has to play in ensuring that we support the sector to grow effectively. 
Mr Speaker, you have heard the Premier talk about the Boyanup saleyards; I will be down there shortly with the 
member for Vasse, further investigating that opportunity. We have seen the delivery of the Katanning saleyards, 
we have seen the delivery of the Muchea saleyards and we have seen the commitment up in the Kimberley. We 
have seen the commitment throughout Western Australia, and there is no greater friend to the people in the 
agriculture sector than this government. I am very proud to have the opportunity to continue to work on that.  
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [3.33 pm]: I will take the opportunity to say a few words. Minister, that was 
a very, very good speech; it was nonstop with a lot of good facts. I do not think the motion today is criticising the 
minister; it is predominantly criticising the Premier, the Treasurer and the Minister for Health. It is all their 
doing. The Minister for Transport is simply the poor devil who has been caught in the middle, and in my view he 
is the subject of disgraceful behaviour by the Premier and his staff. I have never seen such a dysfunctional 
government since the days of WA Inc. It goes back to then. This Premier is now threatening, intimidating and 
bullying some of the top businesspeople in our state because he did not like the poll they commissioned. They 
had every right to commission a poll — 

Mr F.A. Alban interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Swan Hills!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Speaker, I seek your protection. 

It is a simple fact that they commissioned a poll, and the poll was not favourable to this Premier. I do not blame 
them. I understand that these businesspeople think the Liberal Party possibly has a chance of winning the next 
election with either the Minister for Transport or the Minister for Corrective Services. The businesspeople have 
no faith whatsoever in the Treasurer—they think he is useless—and they do not think the Minister for Police is 
up to the job. They also do not think the Premier is capable of winning the next election. That is a view 
I absolutely tend to agree with. I feel extremely pleased and comfortable that I am now an Independent. I do not 
even have to listen to the words the Premier says, because his comments are very often not truthful. Let me just 
say something: if the Premier starts praising any government members, it is like the kiss of death. I warn 
government members it is like the kiss of death. Minister for Transport, just be careful: when he praises you, you 
know what is coming next—a knife in the back! Just ask Hon Liz Constable; she has the same view. 

Anybody can commission polling—of course they can; there is nothing illegal in that. These businesspeople are 
very concerned about what will happen at the next election — 

Several members interjected.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The point I am trying to make — 

The SPEAKER: Member for Swan Hills, that is enough; I call you to order for the second time.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We hear so much duplicity coming from this government and certain of its ministers. The 
Treasurer knew about this poll days before, but he did not tell the Premier. The Treasurer went to the cabinet 
meeting in Moora, and he knew about the poll. Just ask the member for Morley or the media—they are fully 
aware of this. But the Treasurer did not tell the Premier, and the Premier is very annoyed that he was not told by 
the Treasurer. I would have thought the Treasurer would have told the Premier.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: It is nonsense! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The nonsense is that the Premier blamed the Minister for Transport for knowing about the 
poll, so he barred him from going to a cabinet meeting. The Treasurer knew exactly the same stuff, yet the 
Premier did nothing to him because the Premier is weak and pathetic. The Premier is arrogant, weak and 
pathetic, and you will lose the next election, my friend, absolutely. The longer you stay in that job, the better 
I like; I truly mean that.  

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON: And you will never get anywhere! You have no substance, Minister for Police—no 
substance. 

Several members interjected.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: You are overseeing the largest death toll in this state ever, and you should be ashamed of 
yourself!  

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: I am getting the wall of noise. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: According to standing orders, people need to be referred to by their electorate in this 
place. The Premier referred to the member for Hillarys as a “nasty, bitter old man”, and I call upon him to 
withdraw that.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: He is a nasty, bitter, arrogant old man himself, I can assure members; he is a nasty bit of 
stuff! He is quite happy to have pictures of himself in China — 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Thank you. Member for Midland, thank you. The member for Hillarys has the call. 
Debate Resumed 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I want to get a couple of points across. The first is — 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: Are you going to table your poll results? 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Will you throw her out? 
The SPEAKER: Deputy Premier, I call you to order for the first time. Let us just move it on now; it is starting 
to bog. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The dysfunction is between not only the Premier and certain ministers, but also between 
the National Party and the Premier. The Leader of the National Party—the Lone Ranger with Tonto—is coming 
out with his ideas about raising a tax with the major miners in this state; it is about as unpopular as I do not know 
what. The miners know that if that is done, it will cost thousands of jobs. Dodgy schemes in the north west are 
promoted by the Leader and members of the National Party; I think those dodgy schemes should be inquired into 
by this Parliament, or there should at least be a committee inquiry, after the next election, if not before. It should 
be before. The National Party is getting donations from some of these people and it is doing favours for them, 
and in my view that is corrupt.  

Withdrawal of Remark 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is possible to mount an argument, but the member for Hillarys has basically accused 
members of corruption. I ask that he withdraw that.  
The SPEAKER: Member for Hillarys, just watch your language, please.  

Debate Resumed 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The dysfunction is not only in this house. In the upper house the Minister for Education, 
who lost hundreds of millions of dollars when he was in charge of the energy portfolio, now has huge problems 
in Education. What is he spending his time doing now? He is now stacking up branches in more divisions with 
people from his and the Attorney General’s electorate offices.  
He is putting people in those branches now to try to stack them out. The numbers man, the powerbroker in the 
other house—as we know, he has some of his disciples in this house and they will do anything he says—is 
a disgrace. He is supposed to be the Minister for Education and he is a disgrace. 
Mr M.H. Taylor interjected. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member for Bateman is a disciple of one of the other powerbrokers. He knows that 
and I know that. So is the bloke in front of him and so is the bloke next to the member for Wanneroo. They are 
all puppets to the powerbrokers and he is the one in here. 
MR P. ABETZ (Southern River) [3.40 pm]: I make a very brief contribution after the member for hot air 
spoke. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Southern River, I call you to order for the first time. Carry on. 
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Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you! Member for Hillarys, I call you to order for the first time. We have had a point of 
order taken about calling people by their seat names et cetera. We have had our bit of fun. Let us move on. 
Mr P. ABETZ: I want to make a very brief contribution. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: That is enough! 
Mr P. ABETZ: I heard the member for Kwinana talk about the car park at the Perth Children’s Hospital and the 
fact that it is privatisation gone wrong because we are paying $500 000 a month for a car park that is not being 
utilised. Guess what. If the government had built it at the cost of $127 million for construction, it would cost us 
exactly that amount in interest. It is nothing more than the fact it is — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you! Member for Cockburn, I call you to order for the first time. Member for 
Cannington, I call you to order for the second time. I can see a lot more people being called. Let us get this 
debate going. 
Mr P. ABETZ: The interest paid on $127 million would be $6 million a year; $500 000 a month equals 
$6 million a year, which works out to be 4.6 per cent on capital investment — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr P. ABETZ: Had the government borrowed the money to build the car park, it would have cost us roughly 
that much in interest. The car park at Fiona Stanley Hospital was constructed first, and that is part of what 
happens when we have construction projects. It is just a furphy and I speak against the motion. 
DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Treasurer) [3.42 pm]: Is it not an interesting experience—I guess it is not 
interesting; it is kind of painful — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr P. Papalia: Speak into the microphone; we cannot hear you. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Listening to the shadow Minister for Health lecturing us on how to build a hospital is 
painful. How many hospitals did Labor build? 
The SPEAKER: Right. There are two reasons you might not be able to hear him. Firstly, people are shouting 
out. Secondly, the minister is not speaking into the microphone. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: The Labor Party has no credibility on building hospitals or any other public asset. Look at its 
record. The arena — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you! 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: It started at $150 million and ended up at $500 million. The Mandurah railway was 
100 per cent over cost. 
Several members interjected. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: It was 100 per cent over cost and late. Labor members lecture us on hospitals. What did 
Labor do? We rebuilt or built 11 hospitals. The shadow Minister for Health thinks that building a hospital is 
talking to his Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union mates and finding out what is happening. That is 
what he thinks is building a hospital. It is not that. It is doing the hard work of design — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Butler, I call you to order for the first time. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: It is about doing the hard work of designing, contracting and addressing all the issues that 
confront building a $1.2 billion hospital; it is very complex. The Labor Party has also criticised Elizabeth Quay, 
which has been visited by three million people. 
Mr P. Papalia: Three million? 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Yes. The member for Cockburn called it a bogan design. We stand by the record of EQ. It is 
one of the most popular and iconic spots in Perth. 
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An opposition member interjected. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: People can go more than once. You have 10 fingers, mate. 
Labor also did the same thing with Fiona Stanley Hospital. It denigrated and criticised it and tried its best to 
white-ant it, because Labor Party members are not builders; they are white-ants. They tear things down. They 
decry it. They do not build, because building is hard. We have to think ahead. We have to address the issue. We 
have to sign contracts. We have to get things done. Sitting back and carping is easy and that is what Labor does. 
Carping is easy. This has been a tough build right from the start. Our first challenge was to overcome Labor’s 
mates at the CFMEU who tried to stop access. Two of them have been banned from the site. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Maylands, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana! 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Two of them have been permanently banned from the site for illegal activity and hit with 
substantial fines. In other words, our first achievement was to overcome the resistance of the labour movement. 
We continue to do that. We continue to overcome the resistance of the labour movement. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the first time. You can get up and speak; there is 
still time. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: We are about to open later this year the most magnificent children’s hospital ever seen in this 
state. 
Several members interjected. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: When it is open, Perth Children’s Hospital will be magnificent; it is a construction site now. 
It will be a magnificent, complex and state-of-the-art facility. It has had its challenges. As I said, we had to 
overcome the blockades by Labor’s mates, one of Labor’s largest fundraisers. We had to overcome the physical 
resistance of the CFMEU and its undermining of the project from go to whoa. We have addressed all the myriad 
issues and we are confident that when the hospital opens later this year and when we take possession this month 
or next month and the people of Western Australia see the facilities to provide for their sick children, the stunts 
that the Labor Party is putting on here and has put on over and again will come back to haunt it. It is the same 
with Fiona Stanley Hospital in my electorate. When the thousands of people from my electorate go to 
Fiona Stanley Hospital, they come back and say, “What was all the criticism? It is a beautiful facility that is 
saving people’s lives.” I tell them that they have heard the criticism from the Labor Party. It wanted to stop that 
development. Labor Party members are not builders; they are whiners. They wanted to stop the development and 
they did their best and continue to undermine every aspect of building huge facilities for this state. The Labor 
Party wants to be in government. When it was in government, it did not get anything done—except studies. It did 
a lot of studies and hired every consultant in town. If we were not here, we would not have 
Fiona Stanley Hospital. We would not have Midland Health Campus. 

Several members interjected. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: We would not have the expansion of Joondalup hospital. We would not have the hospital at 
Busselton. We would not have the hospital in Albany. Our hospital system would be back in the 1960s. That is 
Labor. We will open the children’s hospital and we will show the people of Western Australia that we have built 
the best hospital for their kids in the nation, if not the Southern Hemisphere, and that it is the best thing going for 
sick children. We will ensure in the election that every attempt by the Labor Party to undermine it will be 
brought back to it. Labor purposely and systematically repeatedly tries to undermine one of the most important 
pieces of infrastructure in this state, to the detriment of sick children.  

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Health) [3.49 pm]: The reference to Perth Children’s Hospital 
in this motion and the supposed failure of coordination in the management of the project is nothing more than 
cheap and opportunistic grandstanding by opposition members. That is what members opposite are good at. They 
are good at telling stories and talking, but they are not very good at actually doing things. Their main aim is to 
destroy public confidence in the new Perth Children’s Hospital, because opposition members perceive that to do 
so is to their political advantage. That is a very low thing to do because parents and families of children in 
Western Australia can have complete confidence in what will be provided at the hospital. Very high standards 
are being adhered to in the construction and commissioning, and it will be open to the public and for the 
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treatment of children when it is ready—which we hope will be as soon as possible. We hope it will be before the 
end of the year, but rigorous processes need to be gone through and standards applied.  

As I said last week, this issue would not have arisen if the Labor Party was in government, because it would not 
have delivered this project—it would not have delivered the many other hospitals across the state that this 
government has provided. Can the opposition name one hospital that it actually built when it was in government? 
Can it name one?  

Several members interjected. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Ah, yes—Geraldton. Geraldton is undersized!  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Thank you. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: We do not just put up signs, as the Labor Party did when it was in government. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Look at Bunbury; I have a longer memory than some of you! 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: They refer to the South West Health Campus in Bunbury. Members opposite talk about 
building a new hospital in Bunbury. They put up a sign. That is all that was there!  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: It was the same with Fiona Stanley Hospital. They bulldozed some bush to make it look like 
they were doing something, and then little happened.  

It is disappointing that the completion of the new Perth Children’s Hospital is much later than any of us would 
like. We as the government are the client and John Holland is the managing contractor that has the responsibility 
of completing the project to the client’s—the government’s—satisfaction. When that is done, we will take 
possession and the commissioning will be complete. But as I said in question time today, the commissioning is 
happening in parallel with the completion of the project itself. I make the observation that the late delivery of the 
Perth Children’s Hospital is in part a reflection of the fact that it is a very complex project—but there is no doubt 
that management issues in relation to construction could have been handled better. I presume that once the 
project is completed, there will be a full review. We have this in common with major redevelopments of 
the Royal Adelaide Hospital and also the Royal Hobart Hospital, as I understand that they are also late in 
being delivered.  

This motion refers to a supposed failure of coordination between me and the Treasurer. That is simply not borne 
out by the facts. The reality is that there are clear roles and responsibilities for both portfolios in this project. 
Strategic Projects and Asset Sales reports to the Treasurer, and that office is responsible for the management of 
the construction contract. It reports to the Treasurer through the Under Treasurer. The Department of Health and 
the Child and Adolescent Health Service are responsible for the safe commissioning of the hospital. Obviously, 
they report to me. As the project gets closer to completion, there is an increasing overlap in activities, but there is 
a task force that includes both agencies and other relevant representatives; therefore, full coordination and 
communication is occurring.  

The plenty of examples of this model working before include the delivery of Fiona Stanley Hospital, 
Busselton Hospital and Albany Hospital, and the Joondalup Health Campus redevelopment and the 
Midland Health Campus development—and the Treasurer and I receive regular updates on what is occurring and 
being provided. However, we do not deal with every little detail. That is up to the professionals and the experts. 
I remind members that when this hospital is open, it will be a fantastic new 298-bed facility. The emergency 
department will be almost double the size of Princess Margaret Hospital for Children’s ED. The number of 
operating theatres will double, with up to 12 multi-use theatres, including one with its own built-in magnetic 
resonance imaging—MRI—machine. That compares with the current six theatres and two procedure rooms at 
PMH. There will be a 10-bed high-dependency unit for high-risk patients, and almost triple the proportion of 
single rooms—up 75 per cent from the current level of 26 per cent single-bed rooms—for greater flexibility and 
convenience. The number of isolation rooms will almost double from 17 to 31. The total focus will be on 
high-quality care for patients and their families, who will find processes much easier with parent beds in all of 
the standard rooms, parent lounges on every floor and a dedicated parent accommodation suite—effectively, 
a hotel on the site. There will be 3 500 square metres of green space, which will enhance the healing experience 
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for children being treated there, in addition to vast indoor and outdoor recreational centres. There will be three 
retail food outlets, entertainment facilities, a large family resource centre and an Aboriginal family lounge.  

This will be a state-of-the-art facility when it is completed. We are working very hard to ensure that that happens 
as quickly as possible, but, more importantly, with safety and world-class standards of treatment for children 
being paramount.  

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: This government is delivering this $1.2 million project, and we can all be very proud of what 
will be there.  

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [3.56 pm]: What a contribution we saw from the other side of the house. 
Arrogant and delusional—that is what members opposite are! The Minister for Transport stood up and told us 
why the Premier thought he was a good person. The Premier did not stand up and say it; the Minister for 
Transport had to stand up and say why he thought the Premier thought he was a good person! The Minister for 
Transport, who every day leaves a trail of chaos behind him, goes home and says, “I had another good day.” 
That is the Minister for Transport—completely delusional and arrogant.  

I agree with the Premier; I do not believe that polling either. I cannot believe only 42 per cent of the community 
think he is arrogant. I think that number is more. Honestly—the contribution from the other side! The 
Minister for Transport said why the Premier thinks he is okay. The Premier said that he cannot trust the 
Minister for Transport. That is what he said; he cannot trust the Minister for Transport. Then we had the Premier 
blocking the Minister for Transport going to cabinet with an agenda full of transport and agricultural issues. He 
told him to take a week off! The Minister for Regional Development stood up today and said that that cabinet 
meeting was chock-a-block full of transport and agricultural issues—the same cabinet meeting that they blocked 
the Minister for Transport; Agriculture and Food from attending! It is complete chaos. Look at it. That 
contribution and the economic contribution from the member for Southern River show us where government 
members are at. The economic analysis of the car park was made by the member for Southern River, who said 
that paying $500 000 a month for an empty car park is somehow a good deal. That is where we are at. No 
wonder the government is all over the place! It has lost the plot. The member for Southern River stood up and 
said that paying $500 000 for an empty car park was a good deal.  

I now turn to the Treasurer’s analysis of the Mandurah rail line.  

Mr J.H.D. Day interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Health!  
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Labor government spent $1.6 billion for 82 kilometres of train track, compared with 
$2 billion for eight kilometres of train track under this government. I tell members what: any economic analysis 
shows that $1.6 billion for 82 kilometres of train track was a good deal.  
The Treasurer is still fighting the Cold War. Has anyone noticed? The Berlin Wall has come down, Treasurer. 
Has anyone told him? 
The Treasurer said that a union that discovered that asbestos had been put into Perth Children’s Hospital was 
somehow the bad guys. The Premier said that the union did a good job in dealing with that, but the Treasurer 
stood up and said that the union that found that asbestos had been put into a children’s hospital was somehow the 
bad guys. That is how they are portraying it. 
Then we have the Minister for Health. Seriously, how many secrets does the Minister for Health have? There 
was lead in the water in a children’s hospital that he knew about for weeks. Was he just going to let it go? Then 
there is the water park. What is it about children and water that this minister does not like? We know that oil and 
water do not mix, but it appears that children and water do not mix under this minister. This minister cannot 
manage a project and then somehow covers it up: “There is nothing to see here.” Then there is the chaos between 
the Treasurer, the Office of Strategic Projects and the Minister for Health. The Minister for Health says that it is 
the Treasurer’s responsibility. Then there was the Treasurer’s performance, which I understand went national for 
the wrong reasons. He said, “It’s not a hospital. It can’t be called a hospital. Don’t call it a hospital.” Is that what 
the Treasurer said? Let us look at his Twitter account, which states — 

The new Perth Children’s Hospital is a world-class paediatric centre … 
It is either a hospital or a construction site, so why did he call it a hospital? There is absolute chaos. 
Several members interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Members! Treasurer! 
Several members interjected. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
The SPEAKER: I never heard. What did you say, Treasurer? Will you withdraw it? 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: In response to her, I asked her whether she is a parliamentarian or a sewer pipe inspector. 
The SPEAKER: No. I think you should withdraw that. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: I withdraw that. 
The SPEAKER: I call you to order. 

Debate Resumed 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Treasurer has form when under pressure. He is grubby. That is what he is. He cannot 
debate the facts. As I said, he is stuck in the Cold War. He cannot take responsibility. The government has built 
a children’s hospital that has lead in the water and asbestos. They are the two worst things that could be put into 
a children’s hospital and this government has put them there. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Treasurer! 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: We have one minute to go. Let us have some silence. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Then we can go to the whole thing about the polling. Somehow he is perverting the course of 
justice. Of course, media people and businesspeople do it all the time, but this one was very bad because it was 
a bad result. The Minister for Transport knew about it. The question was: why did the Premier not sack the 
Minister for Transport? I think the answer to that has been shown today: half the cabinet knew about the polling. 
Everyone was talking about it, including the backbench. The member for Morley was talking to the Treasurer 
and goodness knows who else. The Minister for Environment was connected there somewhere, as was the 
Minister for Corrective Services. How many knew about the polling? The Premier could not sack the 
Minister for Transport because the Minister for Transport would have said, “Hang on; it wasn’t just me.” 
I suspect it was half the cabinet. It was backbenchers out there circulating in the corridors and talking about the 
swings that were happening. The Premier could not sack the Minister for Transport because if he did, he would 
have to sack a lot more. We have the complete rabble of a government and the complete breakdown of the 
Westminster system and cabinet. 

Division 

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 
Ayes (20) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.B. Watson 
Ms J.M. Freeman Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr R.F. Johnson Mr M.P. Murray Ms R. Saffioti Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
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Noes (32) 

Mr P. Abetz Ms W.M. Duncan Dr G.G. Jacobs Dr M.D. Nahan 
Mr F.A. Alban Mr J.M. Francis Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr D.C. Nalder 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mrs G.J. Godfrey Mr R.S. Love Mr J. Norberger 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr B.J. Grylls Mr W.R. Marmion Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr I.M. Britza Dr K.D. Hames Ms L. Mettam Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr P.T. Miles Mr M.H. Taylor 
Mr M.J. Cowper Mr C.D. Hatton Ms A.R. Mitchell Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr J.H.D. Day Mr A.P. Jacob Mr N.W. Morton Mr J.E. McGrath (Teller) 

            
Pairs 

 Mr D.J. Kelly Ms E. Evangel 
 Ms J. Farrer Mr A. Krsticevic 
 

Question thus negatived. 
 

 [14] 


	LIBERAL–NATIONAL GOVERNMENT CABINET
	Matter of Public Interest
	Division


